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* the world will not believe a man repents,' and when it
finds the Church undertaking to convert such characters
and boasting of its success, it, whether openly or secretly,
accuses Christianity of encouraging hypocrisy. Now if
we consider this classification of vices, or if we ask our-
selves how the vicious characters we are disposed to
forgive differ from those to whom we refuse forgiveness,
we shall find that the one thing which we consider in-
dispensable is good impulses. The man who has these
may commit any of the crimes to which turbulent passions
may prompt or feebleness of will leave the path open, and
yet he will not forfeit our sympathy. We shall continue
to hope for him, and, if he should declare himself re-
pentant and reformed, we shall not suspect him of insin-
cerity, for we shall regard him as one who all along had
the root of the matter in him. But the cold-blooded, low-
minded criminal, whose crimes have cost him no struggle
and no remorse, without ardour in his pulses or blush
upon his cheek—when such a man abandons evil courses
we but suspect him of some deeper treachery than usual,
for we see no soil out of which virtue could spring.
This is the rough philosophy of common life, and in
ordinary cases it serves us well enough. c This wise world
of ours is mainly right.' But the question arises, How do
these indispensable good impulses arise in the mind ? If
those who have them had them from earliest childhood in
the same strength, and those who want them have never
possessed them in any degree, then indeed we must re-
concile ourselves to the maxim,c Once a villain, always a
villain.' But it will be found that the same rule holds of
these good impulses which holds of all other human en-
dowments, namely, that though different men may by

